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TO THE COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS: 

A Notice of Allowability was issued August 26, 2004, indicating that Claims 1, 3, 5-14, 
16-35, and 41-55 were allowed. However, the notice was accompanied by an Examiner's 
Amendment indicating that Claims 49-55, directed to an originally non-elected species, were 
canceled. On September 22, 2004, applicants' attorney telephoned the Examiner requesting 
clarification of the allowed claims. The Examiner indicated that Claims 49-55 had been 
rejoined, examined, and allowed, as stated in the Notice of Allowability. 

In view of the inconsistency of the Notice of Allowability and Examiner's Amendment, 
and to avoid confusion in the issuance of the patent and the publication of allowed Claims 1,3, 
5-14, 16-35, and 41-55, applicants respectfully submit that the Examiner clarify the allowed 
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claims for the written record and issue a supplemental Notice of Allowability and Examiner's 
Amendment or statement indicating that Claims 49-55 have been rejoined, examined, and 
allowed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHRISTENSEN O'CONNOR 
JOHNSON KINDNESS PLLC 



George E. Renzoni, Ph.D. 
Registration No. 37,919 
Direct Dial No. 206.695.1755 
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